Online Table Topics Speech Contest Script (2022-2023)
The script’s purpose is to ensure that contest rules such as speaker introductions and timing, are adhered to.  As long as you cover items outlined in the current Speech Contest Rulebook and the Online and Hybrid Speech Contest Best Practices Document, you may modify the script – but consider time carefully if you add any additional content.  Words highlighted in yellow can be changed to fit the particular contest.
Sergeant At Arms
“Welcome, my fellow Toastmasters and honored guests to District 18, Division/Area X Table Topics Speech Contest.
I now call the contest to order.”
DOUBLE RAP OF GAVEL
<< Invocation if wanted >>
“Please take a moment now to turn off Notifications during the contest.” 
All audience members will mute their microphones and turn off their webcams during the contest.
Allow me to introduce to you our Host of the Division/Area X Table Topics Speech Contest, Contest Chair, __________________________________.
<< Welcome, Contest Procedures >>

“Welcome!  I will begin with an overview of the Online Table Topics Speech Contest. 
Online Speakers, your video must capture facial expressions and gestures, and voice must be clearly captured by the microphone.
“To eliminate any perception of bias, I will introduce each contestant in the same way:  Contestant Number, “Name, Topic, Topic, Name.”

“The speaking order has been chosen randomly during the contestants briefing, and I’ll announce the order now.  You may want to mark your program with the contestant numbers. 
<< Announce the speaking order and say each contestant’s name the same way.  Be sure to pause after each to provide the audience time to mark their program.  >>


1.____________________________________
2.____________________________________
3.____________________________________
4.____________________________________
5.____________________________________
6.____________________________________
7.____________________________________

“Allow me to repeat the speaking order once more.”
“I (Contest Chair) have confirmed that all contestants are eligible to complete.”
Other Rules
The rules have been reviewed with the Chief Judge and contestants.
The contestants have been informed of the location of the timing lights.
The taking of photographs/recording during the speeches is not permitted.
Each contestant selects their own speech.  Some of the content may be personal in nature and contain language, ideas, or beliefs that some audiences may consider sensitive.
If there are technical difficulties, a Pause of up to 5 minutes to provide the opportunity for the contestant to resolve the difficulty.  After 5 minutes, the contest will resume with 1 minute of silence and the judges must judge the speech based on the portion of the speech they heard.

“Prior to announcing results, the contest chair will announce if time disqualifications occurred, but not name the contestant(s) involved.
“Once the results have been announced, all decisions are final.”
“Chief Judge, have all the judges, timers, and ballot counters been briefed?”
 Chief Judge replies here, “Madam/Mister Contest Master.  The Judges, Timers and Ballot Counters have all been briefed.  
Virtual Speech Contest Statement
By attending this remote or hybrid Area, Division, or District speech contest, you agree to the privacy policy of Toastmasters International as well as the unassociated remote hosting service. Some of your personal information, such as name, image, and any shared messages may be shared with other meeting participants and will be recorded by Toastmasters International who may use the recording in the future as it sees fit. Your remote attendance hereby discharges Toastmasters International from all claims, demands, rights, promises, damages, and liabilities arising out of or in connection with the use or distribution of said video recordings, including but not limited to any claims for invasion of privacy, appropriation of likeness or defamation.

Let the contest begin” 

State that all audience members must mute their mics and turn off their video.
Introduce the Contestants
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
State that the contestant #1 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Contestant #1 –Name, Topic, Topic, Name 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 Minute of Silence
State that the contestant #2 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
Contestant #2 – Name, Topic, Topic, Name

 1 Minute of Silence
State that the contestant #3 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
Contestant #3 – Name, Topic, Topic, Name
___________________________________________________________________________________
 1 Minute of Silence 
State that the contestant # 4 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
Contestant #4 – Name, Topic, Topic, Name

[bookmark: _Hlk124949616] 1 Minute of Silence
State that the contestant # 5 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
Contestant #5 – Name, Topic, Topic, Name
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 Minute of Silence
State that the contestant # 6 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
Contestant #6 – Name, Topic, Topic, Name

  1 Minute of Silence
State that the contestant # 7 pin the Timer, and the Judges pin the contestant.
Ask the contestant to spell their first name to check audio and video.
Contestant #7 – Name, Topic, Topic, Name

Silence until the Judges, Ballot Counters, and Timers leave the “ROOM”

<< Tally and Collect Ballots >>
Interview of the Contestants
Announce that the audience turn on their video
After all judges, ballot counters, and timers have left the “room” 
[bookmark: _Hlk124946141]Allow the audience to turn on their video and unmute their mic’s
Call on each contestant and ask each contestant the name of their club and how long they have been a Toastmaster. Make sure the audience pins the speaker.
If time permits, ask another “interview” question related to biographical information or speech topic.

State next level contest info   

“If a contest winner is unable to participate in the next contest level, the highest placed available contestant will advance.”
“Once the results have been announced, all decisions are final” unless the list of winners is announced incorrectly, in which case the Chief Judge, Ballot Counters, or Timers may immediately interrupt to correct the error.
Contest Chair

Announce disqualification of any contestant(s)
“There were no disqualifications.”  OR
“There was # disqualification(s) due to time.”
Announce the winners  
3rd Place____________________________________________
2nd Place____________________________________________
1st Place____________________________________________
State final announcements
Adjourn
Sergeant at Arms
Single Rap of Gavel
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